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After M-Day, mutantkind neared extinction. Once hailed as humanity's replacement, it 
appeared mutants, now reduced to a few hundred, would fade into oblivion. But a new 
mutant baby has arrived, the first since M-Day, and with it, hope for mutantkind. 


Previously in MESSIAH COMPLEX... 


The mutant baby is missing, and the X-Men know that both the Marauders 
and the Purifiers were at the site of its disappearance. Willing to recover 
the child at any cost, Cyclops dispatched a team of X-Men to track 
down the Marauders and their leader, Mr. Sinister. 


Meanwhile, Cyclops also deployed the de-powered X-Man Rictor 
to gather intelligence on the mutant-hating Purifiers, who seek 
to kill the baby because they fear it is the Antichrist. A 
few months ago, the Purifiers killed many students at the 
Xavier Institute. Cyclops did not inform the remaining 
students of the Purifiers’ involvement. 





Lastly, Jamie Madrox, a.k.a. Multiple Man, went to see 
the mutant-inventor Forge. As part of Cyclops’ plan, two 
expendable duplicates of Jamie were sent into two different 
futures to gather intel with no possibility of return. Cyclops 
didn’t plan for Jamie’s teammate Layla Miller to tag along. 





The one piece of the puzzle that Cyclops doesn’t know about is 
that the mutant-eating monster Predator X is aware of the baby’s 


existence. And it’s hungry... 
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X-MEN: MESSIAH COMPLEX 


CHAPTER 5 - X-MEN #205 


X-MEN 


ISSUE 205 


COMPLEX 
chapter five 


ШИН  ВАСНАІО 





Next week- 


A rematch between the X-MEN and 
THE MARAUDERS. The casualties of 
war mount. And finally an answer 
to the only question that matters: 
WHO HAS THE BABY? 





VARIANT COVER 


Discovered іп а decommissioned S.H.LE.L.D. safehouse, below is а list of little known facts 
about the X-Men that Nick Fury had personally collected to һе used or leveraged when necessary. 


After being shot by a mutant. power neutralizing gun designed by Forge and therefore losing her powers. 
Storm was granted the power of Thor, given an Uru Hammer and new weather powers by Loki. 


Wolverine's claws actually burst out right. through his Skin, not through апу Kind of permanent holes. His 
mutant. healing factor heals the wounds instantly. 


Psylocke 15 а natural blonde 

Х-23 is named due to her being the 23rd attempt to clone Wolverine and the intact Х chromosome that wes 
duplicated to replace the damaged Ү опе, which resulted in her being female. She is the only successful cloning 
attempt of Wolverine. 


The image inducer Nightcrawler uses to appear human wes invented by Tony Stark. 


Dazzler temporarily acted as 8 herald of Galactus, when the world-devourer granted her powers опа cosmic 
scale so that she could hunt down Теггах, а former herald who ከ80 abused his powers. 


Scarlet Witch and Angel briefly dated. 


п Weird Al's song "White & Nerdy’ one of the lines 15 “Ive been browsin and inspectin’, X-Men comics you know 
| collect 'em." In the music video Al is holding up four X-Men comics: Uncanny X-Men #201, 210, 221 8566. 


Storm's real name, Огого, means "Beauty." 


Over the years. the minds of three different X-Men found themselves trapped in the body of the White Gueen 一 
Jean Grey, Storm and Iceman: 


Xavier once ከ80 8 shapeshifter named Changeling assume his identity while he secretly prepared for an alien invasion 
When the Changeling died in battle, the X-Men held à funeral for their mentor having по idea that he WaS actually alive. 


Jubilee suffers from dyscalculie; an inability to complete mathematical problems. 
Beast and Nightorawler dont have blue skin, only 8 fine coat أ0‎ blue fur. 
Deadpool was once 8 bodyguard for Dazzler. 
While working 88 an agent for the САА. Wolverine once saved Spider-Man's parents from Hydra. 
Professor Х has been crippled {and healed) 4 times: 
4* — Ina fight with Lucifer 
2 — Crushed па fight with the Shadow King 
gı - After he got the Techno-Organic Virus 
д — Magneto stopped the nanites in his spine from working 
(After House of M, the Scarlet Witch had cured his spine. and he is now walking) 


Storm was originally conceived by Dave Cockrum 85 “ከ Black Cat", a character who could transform 
into a feline creature or a house cat. 














































DAN: I've always been a fan of science fiction, and grew 
up reading Vance, Heinlein, Herbert and the like. | also 
was a regular reader of 2000 AD long before | was а 
regular contributor. The glib answer is that іп SF, you 
can do just about anything. It's a venue for unbridled 
imagination. But | think the real key to good SF is when 
the imaginative possibilities are pushed, yet presented in 
a way they still seem credible and plausible. 

ANDY: Dan and | have also always loved Marvel's cosmic 
characters and stories, especially Jim Starlins work on 
Captain Marvel and Warlock. In a cosmic setting, a superhero 
costume becomes more of a uniform or a protective suit, 
rather than something you put on in a phone booth to pro- 
tect your secret identity. 





АМОУ: Dans written so many combat 
SF novels for Games Workshop, he's 
pretty good at keeping control of major 
plot structures. 
DAN: We keep notes. Lots of notes. When 
we get together to plot and brainstorm, 
| bring a large holdall full of notes and 
photocopies and scribbled ideas. We've 
also been known to cover the door of 
Andy's office with Post-It notes, each one 
with a plot idea or character moment on it, 
50 we can move them around and change 
the order of sequences. The real secret, 
however, is (editor) Bill Rosemann, who 
coordinates it all. 











on 
DAN: We got the okay to use 
Ultron, and got to read Brians 
first Mighty Avengers scripts 
in advance, which was a massive 
treat (both of us are BMB fans). 
ANDY: | think Annihilation 
Conquest is going to have 
to cover the link between 
the stories, and how 
Ultron ended up where 
he did. 





critical accla 
such ul 3 
ANDY: Fantastic. It's great to hear that we're doing something 
the way people think it should be done. | dont let Dan read 
them. It goes to his head. 

DAN: l'm really pleased we seem to be attracting the attention 
of people who are usually turned off by the word "cosmic." | 
certainly appreciate all the kind words 


М: You've been ini 
s. What's it ІЙ г 








sal praise’ 





M: Everyone's got their fé 





DAN: It's easy to pick the Marvel characters we'd love to take а 
crack at... The Avengers, Thor, Iron Man, Daredevil 

ANDY: Doctor Strange. The Fantastic Four.. 

DAN: Absolutely. Trouble is, none of them need fixing, as theyre 
all being handled by such great teams. Which sucks for us. 
ANDY: Maybe we can get the Secret Defenders back together? 
DAN: What, for a benefit concert? 








ime. Doesn't he deserve a break? 
ANDY: He certainly needs a kip*. We were thinking of doing an issue 
where he spends the whole thing catching up on his sleep. 

DAN: Actually, it would be really interesting to find out what his 
limits are, even supported by the suit and the Worldmind. How 
long can he keep running on empty? 

ANDY: As for the cosmic threats, invasions, emotional bumps... 
по one ever said it would be easy being a Nova Centurion. 





М: Read 





t 0 07 
DAN: ما‎ terms of personal experience, when меге writing 
Nova, ١ tend to think about the time | spent serving two tours 
with the starcorps off Zeta Reticula. 

ANDY: Actually, | think the personal experience we both draw 
on is our memories of reading Nova the first time around, of 
being kids when he was just a kid getting superpowers. We 
remember the excitement and the fun. 








Umo! ዘ its оп America thé 3: ጋ 2 1 
DAN: When меге іп New York, we're often stopped by strangers 
who ask us to "say something in your lovely accent," which is 
exceedingly weird. 

ANDY: You've got very nice trains. 

DAN: He's easily pleased. The portion-size thing is absolutely 
true. І was in Chicago recently, and a waiter had to come out 
and "demonstrate the meat," such was the range and sheer 
scale of the steaks on offer. For desert, there was a maca- 
damia turtle pie. Unable to move or remember my own name 
by that stage, | asked, mockingly, what form the turtle came 
in. The waiter, deadpan, told me it was the name of the basin 
they served the half gallon of ice cream in. 

ANDY: Just one more wafer-thin mint, sir? Їт always amused 
by the differences that exist in one language. You say “alumi- 
num” and we say "aluminium," you say “eggplant” and we say 
"aubergine," you say "herbs" and we say "herbs." Oh, that one 
doesn't work written down. There's an "h" at the start, people! 


ight епіс 


In the UK, a kip is a holiday. 
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“When they hired те!” 
- LEINIL YU — Artist 
(New Avengers) 


“As a kid, Captain America getting killed in Infinity Gauntlet, what... five 
or so, really shocked me. І didn’t know any better, so І thought it was all 
real permanent stuff. It was crazy. Now, it’s gotta be something in the 
Lee/Kirby Fantastic Four run... there’s so much to choose from.” 
- ROBERT KIRKMAN - Writer 
(Marvel Zombies 11, Ultimate X-Men) 
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"Payday! What, you mean comics moment? ዐዐዐከ, good опе and difficult to 
choose but one of my favorites was during Frank Miller's tenure as writer 
with David Mazzuchelli on Daredevil. In the last issue of "Born Again," 
the Avengers appear for just a few panels. There's the line about Cap 
telling Thor to put out the fires "with a voice that could command a god 
and does." That's the hirth of Modern Marvel comics right there and it's 
clearly an ancestor of Ultimates." 

- BRYAN HITCH - Artist 

(Ultimates, Fantastic Four) 


"Probably Amazing Spider-Man #33 
when Spidey lifts the giant hunk of 
junk off himself so that he can go 
rescue Aunt May. A terrific combi- 
nation of words and visuals.” 
- PETER DAVID - Writer 
(X-Factor, She-Hulk) 


“Kitty Pryde joining the X-Men has a 
very warm place in my heart. That was 
the issue | discovered the X-Men (and 
that Wolverine’s name was Logan), so it 
was pretty magical for me.” 
- MARC GUGGENHEIM — Writer 
(Amazing Spider-Man, 
Marvel Comics Presents) 


“Let go. Die, Charles. I’m going to catch you.” “Phoenix holding 
Charles Xavier's disintegrating consciousness inside her own 
until his body can be retrieved from Cassandra Nova. Courtesy 
of Grant Morrison, in New X-Men #125!” 
- MIKE CAREY — Writer 
(X-Men, Ultimate Fantastic Four) 


“Any worktime spent with my father.” 
= JOHN ROMITA Jr. — Artist 
(World War Hulk, Amazing Spider-Man) 
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